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0. INTRODUCTION 

Ngalkbun is the language spoken by many of the adults in the 
Aboriginal community at Bamyili, Northern Territory. Different 
neighbouring language groups also use the names Dalabon and Buan 
when referring to the Ngalkbun language. The children, however, do 
not speak this language but speak an English Creole as their mother 
tongue and English as their second language. 

The Bamyili Aboriginal community felt the need for an Aboriginal 
language to be taught to the children. They chose Ngalkbun as the 
language to be taught and David Jentian, an Aboriginal Teaching 
Officer, was asked to develop a "revital isation" programme. In its 
early stages this programme has two main thrusts. The first one is 
the teaching of Klgalkbun in oral language classes for the children in 
school. The second is the developing of some Ngalkbun literature and 
the preparation of bridging materials, specifically some primers de- 
signed to assist adults who are literate in English to make the tran- 
sition from reading in English to reading in Ngalkbun. To carry out 
such a programme an alphabet was needed. 

Most of the phonemic analysis presented in this paper was done 
at the Summer Institute of Linguistics in Darwin, from 28th August to 
7th September, 1973. Mick Panter and Ronny Kentea who speak Ngalkbun 
as their mother tongue acted as language helpers and provided the data 
used in this paper. David Jentian began the compilation of the word 
list and gave invaluable help in the analysis of the data because of 
his knowledge of elementary linguistics gained while at the Aboriginal 
Teacher Trainees Course in Darwin. 

A further two weeks were spent at Bamyili with the same two 
language helpers ch§eking th§ major "problem" areas in the analysis. 
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